“dang” constant. 
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i watched a documentary on artist steven amold in which 
he said something along the lines of “focus on the light, 
it’s the light that’s intriguing.” 

out my window, thick clouds cover the sun, a storm is 
rolling in. i look at my work and think, “no steven, it’s 
the shadows that are interesting.” the indeterminable 
depth of darkness, the poential it hides, it allure by means 
of its many mysterious virtues - is interesting. 


he looks into the night with such enthusiam must be 
gravely mad. 

from the refuse, i’ve gleaned discarded paper to print 
my work on. made treasure by rejection’s shadow, 

identify with that which has been absconded. 
























you shouldn’t depend on what you think you’ve seen, 
you’ll msinterpret what you haven’t. 

shouldn’t rely on some oppressive hierarchy perpetuated 
by a patriarcal society to determine you or your works’ 
value. 

no right or wrong, black and white ... 

yet you do depend on these things, if only a bit. 
takes some life altering surprise, some divine 
intervention, to remind you how meek you are. 


if i may, subjectively, 

you shouldn’t depend on anything at all but change. 




try to predict the future without first understanding where 
you are. 

do you understand where you are? 
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no use resisting, 
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study tragedies presumed equally devastating, finding that in context, any two are 
qualified by defensiviely original metrics. 

with great haughtiness, the past holds a mirror to our faces, grinning behind it. 

“you are nothing like me,” she says, “i know better.” justice does not freely teach that 
which we are unwilling to learn 
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through Marx, Darwin, and Freud, we learn 
that we are decentered beings (Derrida, 
Animal 136), inhabiting a universe of au¬ 
tonomous processes. Ecolo^aljiumiliation 
spawns a politicized intimacy with otherbe-- 
ings. This intimacy is a polymbrphously per- 
f \yerse belonging (and longing) that doesn’t fit 
m a straight box—an intimacy well described 
by queer theory when it argues that sexual¬ 
ity is never a case of a norm versus its patho¬ 
logical variants. Such intimacy necessitates 
thinking and practicingTveakiiess rSTfierthm 
m'astery, fragmentariness rather than holism, 
and deconstructive tentativeness rather than 
aggressive assertion, multiplying differences, 
growingup through the concrete of reifica- 
Jife, Jim—but not as we 

Against Compulsory Nature 

If being “environmental” only extends pho¬ 
bias of psychic, sexual, and social intimacy, 
current conditions such as global warming 
will persist. Instead of insisting on being part 
of something bigger, we should be working 
with intimacy. Organicism is not ecological. 
In organic form the whole is greater than the 
sum of its parts. Many environmentalisms— 
even systems theories—are organicist: world 
fits mind, and mind fits world. The teleology 
implicit in this chiasmus is hostile to inas- 
similable difference. Interdependence implies 
differences that cannot be totalized. The mesh 
of interconnected life-forms does not con¬ 
stitute a world. Worlds have horizons: here 
and there, inside and outside; queer ecology 
would undermine worlds. Relying on touchy- 
feely ideologies of embeddedness, ecophe- 
nomenology resists the humiliating paucity 
of the incomplete ontic level. No ontology is 
possible without a violent forgetting. We can’t 
fight metaphysics with metaphysics with¬ 
out violence. Queer ecology will explore this 
radical incompleteness through a profound 
and extensive study of sexuality. The mesh of 
life-forms is not an alternative to organicism: 


thinking so would be seeking a new and im¬ 
proved version of Nature. 

Organicism polices the sprawling, tan¬ 
gled, queer mesh by naturalizing sexual dif¬ 
ference. This contradicts discoveries in the 
life sciences. The biologist Joan Roughgarden 
argues that gender diversity is a necessary 
feature of evolution. Moreover, her argument 
is possible because Darwin himself opened 
a space for it. Strict Darwinism might even 
be friendlier to queer ecology than Rough- 
garden, because its so antiteleological (Marx 
liked it for this reason). Roughgarden makes 
more of a teleological meal than necessary 
to justify the existence of homosexuality in 
lizards, birds, sheep, monkeys, and bono- 
bos (145). Individuals and species don’t ab¬ 
stractly “want” to survive so as to preserve 
their forms; only macromolecular replicators 
“want” that. From the replicators’ viewpoint, 
if it works (“satisficing,” as stated earlier), 
you can keep it (Dawkins, Extended Pheno¬ 
type 156; Roughgarden 26-27). A profusion 
of gender and sex performances can arise. As 
far as evolution goes, they can stay that way. 
Thinking otherwise is “adaptationism.” 

You want antiessentialist performativity? 
Again, just read Darwin. The engine of sexual 
selection is sexual display, not the “survival 
of the fittest”—Alfred Russel Wallace, wary 
of nonutilitarian conclusions, urged Darwin 
to insert that troublesome phrase (Dawkins, 
Extended Phenotype 179-80). Sexual display 
accounts for a vast range of appearances and 
behaviors. There’s no good reason for some 
aspects of my appearance (for instance, my 
reddish facial hair)—a few million years ago, 
someone just found it sexy. Despite numer¬ 
ous critiques of Darwin’s views on gender 
(Grosz 72-79), a reserve of progressive energy 
remains. Because Darwin reduces sexuality 
to sheer aesthetic display (sub-Kantian pur¬ 
poselessness), The Descent of Man is as anti¬ 
homophobic as it is antiracist (Grosz 87). 6 It 
refuses to traffic in the idea that pleasure in 
surfaces contrasts with “real” activity. 



we are so stubborn. 

and any expression made during crisis that isn’t, “let me help you” is ignored. 









IMa n- -jy 




bik [ ki I 





































i promise i will exceed expectations, so much so that they’re 
changed, can you keep up? 


CD 

o 


2r> 

q 

O 

sr 

a 


a 

a 

O 


6 ^ c 

8 a ~ "§ ! 

fe g> £ * 6 

u ,J 2 <D 

o. C ~o _r: J±a 
tS <D cO *~ 
(U w -ti •- *> 

J3 <D C D. ^ 

-* b .£ « - 


» ~ nr! c ~c'>bO'<* 4 )’C.D 

° s -2 IS o .3 g g g .2*5 ^ § * £* 

vs uti box: c..2: *> .2 rz: ~ c ,8 o 

jr W3 0 ) c o <l> s- & ■*- c C 3 ^ & 

2 o C O C j £ ^ Jf; -2 g — 3 X o 

1 cJi-Ijo §& e ti.£ 8 P 


<u 

o 

e 

<D 


§J2 

o co 

£ S) 

. ”c3 
x a 
as XJ 
-o "S 
O 'o 
a 


« *5 ctj o -a <u <y g j’r'v, a a) 1 
u c 2 -o • a; jd <- tc_c ^ 2 — *£ 

«§j| - g s SJi 

.2 a“i8ii ‘ 

-*-> o ■*r • ; r. 


o 4-» «■— o tile CU w to G) w X5{ <3 

_O_^O w c 0-C, £*,’ <y u O c •*-* ml -*-< 

■*< J3 *rj ° ° O j=i O S? t e GJ C O ^2f *2 
c •£ g ^^3 -g jS ^ i 0) ip ° w> £ cj.g • „ „ 

<d jf-§ c * ® g|| js .2 

?Sa’5 Ji «SI g .i:-2 n ~ PS 


C O 
C 


.£ 

c o 

I gi;-g 

fi) •“• 4-» (1) 

U CC .N ^ 

^ % jd x "m ^2 ^ 

Q o 35 ’•>-« ‘rj — i. 

J ~ 



N 


E ° 


6 c rgl*?? KL '% — 

fr'w “38" ;.s 1 

« s iij 3 gj-g E 

a) d) cgj o rn; o , Q 
i) 2 r : o c p ‘xz 

■*>.s-S §*a3|° &=, 
^'I'b- I «4i.^r ° 

fcU 'Z 2 _ g Ou^ no?-® -g :g >» 

c ^ Si £, — a; ^ 2 o JS'Hi'S^ - 


c CU v!™;~ 

2 S 5/^ r c 

I? 

O .2 « .£' as 
o XJ-_c 

ea .2 *5 

.tS ^3 S=? - 

c a" 

«a rt <-? 



O O 


x o 


W ■ o o 
x'-—:• 

TJ o brui - 
c in •—; . <x>! O •< 
<d ^ 'o 5£d c 
-a <v P > oi 
~ 2 o 


, >,„? ^ E 
-'a'ra«§o> -o 

b“^=oES»“ 

^ « S & 

D bC C +-* O r* 

2 -a « £.2 a 

£eS 0)Ot«OSJ 

C X^r 3 wi U 

s fc ^ 5 ^ S gcO 

3 ® 2S v5SoS, 

bo ,<y 


i w W 

Ej3 « 


X i O 


:^:C-c E ® i^x 

O 3 - <D c 


caC. 2 ^CCc^ 
T3r- « O 0) o V ’CV C3 

|C o OT3 O C 5P CJ 


—I 

^ t; 0 ^ -«= .2 

c P c O 

OS C as • - _ 

5° M .2 5 cs 

b 0 ) C c ° C 

CO CO H ZJ 

c -2 3 <u 

- — ^ O a 


v> 

X 



iUU 5 £1 

• ^*— s ? a) - - 


>3 w ^ x £ § « ^ 5 5 *2'' > - c ^ ^ & ° 

>S C sj^gisf || 2J 

c e &• o 2 ^ P X j-, j c^i coj <2 <o c n . ^ 

C *■* cl<X) CXrtii P? 5S2 c 2 


a) ^ 


*T> .E 


O 


^ 8«'- 

8 % *- 

°^2^.£ 

c "“ 


c 2-> 

w ^ ^ .2 04 -o c 

•2 J -g x § J fc ^ §| 

^ c 8 8 « 2*2 o- • £ 

-2 — « (_2 04"-^ Qu O 33 £ nz 

4)*~3 . ■*-* * J4 O O c -3 

- C g wo - 

_G C •- (1) ,. C m ^ . S O 

H 


cu i> &4 

o £ 2 ^ f^° 5? 2 

•£ mS'E; 

txol 2 : 


£ « £ c £ I 
cS - J *" -s £ 

c c ’Z 2 

8 O «0 M 

_ c-c ^ ^ t; 
0,00° 

g f -s ■f 

3^2 2 S x < 

S) « £ - - 


0-X 2 V, .£ .4 _ CO 

). O O C C > ^ O CXH 3 

o 3 p o •= C > as o c 

r! 2 P i "> CL.2 m 







I 

V) CQ JD PD 

a> -c - 


_ ^ x S ° ^ 

8 ^ ^ 'o r£ £ . ~0 § 

Sa'' rt > o « .S 2 ° > a; 8 ^f 3 

g s&’s? >>9 as 


w^^djnwn - *X3 CO 

co bo^'-e rt<=Q 

— _c ° <D. - o ° 

-*-> "rr -»-* CJ oo bU to 

cO C O C 



CO £ ^ 



rt ° _2 g P3 2 

■ ■ a> ^3 « rS 

P 00 C 
!1)J1 O rt 

2 o j 



C c. 

c o bf)^: 
oo ^ .£ X 
4)-Q O ^ 
g £ -o O 
oo o c 

o C .£ T3 

c fli 

5 « c "O 

J ts £ p rt 

J2 ^ as c ^ 

»" sI a 


— 2=5 n'> c ««S' 

ci = ^° 5 

^ “ 3 w-nTI C D mC 

oo O P CO OJ^C cO 

p_i P ^ H 'r: 

ty. 00 C 1 00 U U 

PjX cO no 

' “ 8 -° CO 2 

^ > «J - - 

OS c 



^ ciS - £ -C 

2 03 -5 - ~ 

.2 s « <u ; 

X w « 3 

£ a^o w)_o g 

—• 3 4 ) rt «! 0 ) CO • V — c« 

<-. -rj > U-r T3 X > q ^ ^ 

nrv^ cOCO.O c T: O ^ 

o d o 2 -^ 0 - 

— ° p 2 c tP- 2 o * 7= '^ £ “ = 

< -a •= 3 S 3= -g c 5 j £ 2 £ T2 S 

c-2o-c2Sd>--£ooc^ 

oj o o o ii! mwi 2 ao b ri 


— o {— ■ o nn . C & ^ ( 

» Sio.^O 'S! a> 

" Si-g=S^i_S 81 

8-g|S^ 2 S :| g<'"X 

2 . g TJ« g 
c —"5 >>'f^iS a i5 fi-5: S 

•S •?!» S i S.-is -5:S:'= -.2 

w co g _rro *£ ; ^ ^ ^ u 
r-Jlrvbn c o ^Tfts C’r cl, 
,- 2 !“ci «lg < 8 .>' ■» oZ 
5 ei«2 c ¥'£ g'x o 8 g 

■: 5'^ 2 J «jg<2 .2 

Hii^gifcllill 

^ Sis^l- s-'g g-§ ■ 

H "fas I g Sllr I 

of 8 c2 JO <£ -o' > 


.2 Q’ 


there are winners losing. 
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CAMP, ONE GRATUITQ 
























i ought to be god-like, like an ocean, affect, 
without reprocussion. 

i find it difficult to make peace with reality, wish to be rid of it. 
wish to sleep soundly through the night 

and dream, consumed by it entirely. 
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and empty. 
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bubris had wings? fallen into narcissus’ pool, i’d swim down, deeper, deeper, deeper, only to meet the earths’ core. 

we are limited. 


we’re reminded how we are bound, 
we are afraid, we must 
surrender. 








neither heave; 
welcome refu 


man, neither 


land 


ge 
























grow out of humanity, it is too fragile, 
be he who is friends with death. 
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adapt in constant. 
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“dang” constant, 
april 2020 


in reaction to the covid-19 pandemic, 
i contemplate society’s dependence 
on capitalist structure to determine 
individual worth, we use oppressive 
patriarchal systems to define our life 
experience, though they cannot be 
trusted, we are reminded that human 
existence is fragile at the will of nature, 
i consider how this crisis has affected 
queer people and question my own 
dependence on these systems, though i 
believe i live in opposition to them, in 
“dang” constant, i surrender to change. 
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